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The Editor

Daily Mail Letters

Emailed to: letters@dailymail.co.uk
Dear Editor,

Re: Right of reply to ‘Value for Money’ letter on increase to TV licence fee

On behalf of the National Pensioners’ Convention (NPC), I would like to respond to a Letter to the Editor under the heading ‘Value for Money,’ printed in your issue on Thursday 11 February.  We wish to exercise our right of reply to the letter (which specifically names the NPC and myself as General Secretary) with factual information that challenges the judgemental attitude of the writer.

The NPC represents around 1.5 million pensioners across the UK in affiliated groups.  Our main objective is to promote the welfare and interests of all pensioners, as a way of securing dignity, respect and financial security in retirement. We do this not just for the pensioners of today but for those who will retire in the future.  Safeguarding what we have now will mean that those who follow us will not be treated less favourably.

Our campaign for the free TV licence for all over 75’s challenges the government’s decision to off-load the responsibility to the BBC.  The BBC are a broadcasting company not an arm of the DWP and the country’s welfare services.
The writer of the ‘Value for Money’ letter seems to believe an extra £1.50 a year for a TV licence would be hardly ‘noticeable’ to most people. The NPC would firstly like your readers to understand that there are hundreds of thousands of older people whose incomes are already stretched to the limit.  Their incomes are just £1 or £2 above the pension credit level that would allow them to access a free TV licence if they are over 75. (Currently the weekly cost of paying for a TV licence is around £3 – a lot of money for many).
Secondly, the increase in the licence fee is set by the government, not by the BBC.  
We would like people to understand this licence fee rise is not the only increase older people will be met with this year.  There will be increases in rent, council tax, utility bills and food – all needing to be found from a fixed income just above pension credit level.
Thirdly, poverty is increasing in the pensioner population, i.e.18 per cent of those aged 80-84 and 21 per cent of those aged over 85, compared to 15 per cent of 65-69 year olds. Poverty affects 14 per cent of women compared to 17 per cent of men with 22 per cent of single women pensioners, compared to 19 per cent of single men and 13 per cent of couples. In total the number of older people impacted by poverty has risen to 1.9 million.
Every day, older people are making critical decisions about how to spend their money. Do they eat, heat their homes in this cold weather, or pay for a TV licence? Now they will have a very stark choice as inflated bills fall through the letter box.
Loneliness and isolation have a massive impact on the physical, emotional and mental well-being of older people.  The TV is often the only companion and source of information older people have.  That is why the NPC will continue to argue for free TV licences to be reinstated to all over 75’s fully funded by the government as part of a wider package of entitlements that serve to supplement the least adequate state pension in the economically developed world.
Yours sincerely,
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Jan Shortt

General Secretary
*Inclusion:

Copy of ‘Value for Money’ letter in the Daily Mail, Thursday, 11th February, 2021.
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THE BBC is expert at shooting itself
in the foot.

First, when we were entering a
scary and uncharted pandemic
during which we would need familiar
things to inform and comfort us, the
BBC announced it was withdrawing
the free TV licence from over-75s.
How thoughtful and compassionate.

Then, during a third lockdown in
the depths of winter, with many
Feople sbmgglln% to cope with the

solation, the BBC announces an
increase in the licence fee. What a
terrible sense of timing.

I suppose this is to help it afford
the obscene salaries being paid to its
mediocre presenters.

Why can’t the BBC show common
sense, instead of Juxexéph‘:% on the
bandwagon of the greed culture?

HELEN PENNEY,

Longborough, Glos.

T HOPE the increase in the TV licence
is not going to the overpaid football
Eundlts to tell us what we’ve just

een watching.
JANET MARSHALL,
Gosforth, Cumbria.
Value for money

JAN SHORTT, of the National
Pensioners’ Convention, says a
galtry £1.50 annual increase to the

'V licence ‘once again puts those
oldest and most vulnerable in a
position where they must make
critical decisions’.

Equating to less than 1p every two
days, is the rise even noticeable?
Surely it would make no difference
to living standards.

And in any case, no one has to
‘watch broadcast TV. I am surprised
that some people begrudge a measly

£3-odd a week for accessing
thousands of programmes.
F HARVEY, Bristol.

Listening pleasure
THE BBC has its problems,
but if you sift through its
programmes and use the off
‘button when you feel unhappy,
then the jobs a good 'un, as
they say.

Paying 43p per day is
incredibly cheap not just for
the BBC'S TV programmes but
for its wide range of radio
stations. It’s a small price for
hours of listening without
being interrupted by annoying
advertisements. The same sum
hardly buys an Eccles cake.

You don't get owt for nowt
and every business needs
an income.

RONALD IAN GREEN,

Matvern, Worcs.

INSTEAD of increasing the

TV licence to £159 from April,
it should be reduced.

This would concentrate the
minds of BBC executives on
providing the public with
value for money.

MIKE ROBINS,
Moreton-in-Marsh, Glos.

Profiting from grief

IT’S bad enough that space is
given to the nonsense that is
horoscopes, but I do hope the
article about people turning
to mediums in a time of grief
does not encourage those in

Help & FAQs

and happier, but there is also plenty to  point

an emotional state to turn to
these charlatans for comfort.
Self-proclaimed, unproven
and unregulated, they are
purveyors of false hope who
charge exorbitant fees.
Seeking help from a
rofessional counsellor would
e more beneficial to the
long-term wellbeing of those
‘who are feeling low.
KEITH KERRISON,
Arnside, Cumbria.

Parental wisdom

TOM UTLEY'S article about
his father’s pronouncements have tk
amused me (Mall). you'd fi

My mother had this skill. It re
‘Working on the land to earn fathe:
extra money for the family,
she replied to a friend who
said they didn’t know how to
hoe: ‘Any fool can learn.’

As anaive teenager, I took it
to mean she was incompetent,
but later realised what she
had meant was that as it was
a long, boring job, you would
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